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TESTIMONY OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE, 2013                                       
 
 

ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
S.B. NO. 69, S.D. 2,   RELATING TO FIREARMS. 
 
BEFORE THE: 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY                          
                    
 
DATE: Thursday, March 14, 2013     TIME:  9:30 a.m. 

LOCATION: State Capitol, Room 309 

TESTIFIER(S): David M. Louie, Attorney General, or  
Debbie L. Tanakaya, Deputy Attorney General 

  
 
Chair Aquino and Members of the Committee: 

The Department of the Attorney General supports this bill. 

The purpose of this bill is to close a loophole in our current laws in which a person 

bringing into Hawaii a firearm purchased outside of this State need not go through the 

background check process that a person in this State is required to go through prior to purchasing 

a firearm.  Furthermore, this bill allocates funds to the county police departments in order to 

establish programs for gun safety education and training, extensive background checks for 

mental health concerns for certain individuals wishing to register a gun, or gun buy-backs. 

Before a person can acquire a firearm in this State, one must go through a permit to 

acquire process, during which an extensive background check is done.  The background check is 

a necessary step to ensure that the individual is not prohibited from possessing a firearm in this 

State.  However, there is a loophole in our current statute that allows an individual to possess a 

registered firearm in this State, without going through the permit to acquire process, thus 

avoiding the all important background check.  If a person arriving in the State brings or causes to 

be brought into the State a firearm, the person is required to register the firearm, but, no permit 

process or background check is required when the person registers the firearm.  Therefore, 

individuals who might have been prohibited from acquiring a firearm in this State, can acquire a 

firearm outside of this State, where a permit process or extensive background check is not 

required, and then register the firearm with the State's county police departments without a 

background check.   
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This bill will require background checks of persons registering firearms who acquired 

their firearms without going through the state permit process.  This will enable county police 

departments to determine if the person registering a firearm is prohibited from possessing a 

firearm in this State.  This bill will also allow for the costs of the background check to be passed 

on to the registrant, similar to the passing on of costs to the individual going through the permit 

to acquire process. 

Accordingly, the Department of the Attorney General respectfully requests the passage of 

this bill. 
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TESTIMONY

ON

SB 69, SD 2 - RELATING TO FIREARMS

March 14, 2013

The Honorable Henry J. C. Aquino
Chair
The Honorable Kaniela lng
Vice Chair
and Members
House Committee on Public Safety

Chair Aquino, Vice Chair lng and Members of the Committee:

The Department of the Prosecuting Attorney, County of Maui, is in SUPPORT of SB 69,
SD 2, Relating to Firearms, WITH AN AMENDMENT.

SB 69, SD 2 proposes to require plice to ngerprint, photograph, and perform
background checks on people who register rearms brought to Hawaii from out-of-state. It also
allows the police to charge a fee to perform the ngerprint check, and extends the time period for
registering rearms brought in from out-of-state, and appropriates funds to the counties for
implementation of the requirements of this bill. We agree with the intent of this measure to help
with efforts to ensure only eligible, law abiding people own rearms. We caution, however, that
suf cient funds must be appropriated to fund this program.

We ask that SB 69, SD 2 be PASSED WITH AN AMENDMENT changing the effective
date to July l, 2013.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to provide testimony on this bill.



William P. Kenoi
Mayor
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

349 Kapiolani Street • Hilo, Hawai' i 96720-3998
(808)935-3311 « Fax (808) 961-8865

Harry S. Kubojiri
Police Chief

Paul K. Ferreira
Deputy Police Chief

March 13, 2013

Representative Henry J, C. Aquino
Chairperson and Committee Members
Committee on Public Safety
415 South Beretania Street, Room 309
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813

RE: SENATE BILL 69, SD2, RELATING TO FIREARMS

Dear Representative Aquino:

The Hawai'i Police Department supports the intent of Senate Bill No. 69. The
intent of this bill is to require county police departments to fingerprint,
photograph, and perform background checks on individuals who wish to register
a firearm that was procured out of state. It also authorizes the police
departments to assess a fee for conducting a fingerprint check and specifies the
amount of the fee.

We do agree with the need to fingerprint, photograph, and perform background
checks on individuals who have procured firearms out of state in order to ensure
they meet our state's Firearms possession requirements so as to require these
individuals be held to the same standards as all of our state's citizens.

For these reasons, we urge this committee to support this legislation. Thank you
for allowing the HawaPi Police Department to testify on Senate Bill No. 69.

HARRY S. KUBOJIRI
POLICE CHIEF

"Hawai'i County is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer"
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NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION

555 CAPITOL MALL, SUITE 625
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814

(916) 446-2455 M66 - (916) 448-7469 fax
www.nraila.org

STATE & LOCAL AFFAIRS DIVISION
DANIEL REID, HAWAII STATE LIAISON

March 13, 2013

The Honorable Henry J.C. Aquino
Chair, House Committee on Public Safety
Sent Via Email

Re: Senate Bill 69 — OPPOSE

Dear Representative Aquino:

On behalf of the Hawaii members of the National Ri e Association, I strongly oppose Senate Bill 69.

The NRA supports the use of the National Instant Check System (NICS) to perfonn background
checks; however, it does not support NICS checks on those people who have already legally acquired
a rearm.

Current law requires people who bring rearms into Hawaii from another state — even on a temporary
basis — to register their rearms within 72 hours. This bill now adds a ngerprinting and a background
check (NICS) requirement on the owner, in addition to the registration requirement on such legally
possessed reanns. These are not persons who have yet to acquire a rearm and are waiting for
background approval; these are persons who already possess a reamr and are attempting to comply
with the registration requirement. This will not improve public safety; instead it will create additional
hurdles for law-abiding gun owners as well as put increase strain on the already overburdened police
registration stations.

This bill presents no viable solutions that would make improvements to Hawaii, but instead attacks
law abiding citizens Who are choosing to exercise their right to own a rearm. Thank you for your
attention and I ask that you oppose this bill.

Cordially,

Daniel S. Reid
State Liaison

Cc: Members, House Committee on Public Safety
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Testimony on SB69 SD-2
Before House Public Safety, March l4, 2013
9:30 am Rm 309
IN SUPPORT

Hon. Chair and Members,

HRA supports NICS checks for out-of-state guns and ngerprinting on registrants (but not those
who already have prints on le).

We suggest amending “...this requirment ‘may’ to ‘shall’.... “

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Dr. Maxwell Cooper, HRA Legislative Liaison
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Thursday, March 14, 2013

The Honorable Henry J.C. Aquino, Chair
The Honorable Kaniela Ing, Vice Chair
Committee on Public Safety

Dear Chairman Aquino and Members of the Committee on Public Safety

Subject: Support for SB 69, SD2

The Injury Prevention Advisory Committee supports SB69, SD2 that would require county police
depaltments to perform background checks on individuals Wishing to register a rearm that was acquired
out-of-state. The bill also appropriates funds to county police departments for gun safety and gun buy-
back programs.

Established in 1990, the Injury Prevention Advisory Committee (IPAC) is an advocacy group committed
to preventing and reducing injuries in Hawai‘i. IPAC members include representatives from public and
private agencies, physicians and professionals working together to address the eight leading areas of
injury, including violence prevention.

We support this bill because it will help to ensure that individuals who acquire rearms from out-of-state
are legally entitled to own them. I-Iawai‘i has clearly de ned requirements for registration While other
states vary in their requirements for background checks and gun ownership, and may not meet Hawaii’s
stricter standards. It is, therefore, important that gun owners who come to Hawaii meet the same safety
standards for gun ownership speci ed in this bill as Hawai‘i residents.

While Hawaii has one of the lowest violent crime rates and gun reann homicide rates in the nation, We
still need to address gun deaths in HaWai‘i. We urge you to pass SB69, SD2 help to ensure the safety of
Hawai‘i residents and visitors.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

73.,‘ }¢#zw....
Bruce McEwan
Chair
Injury Prevention Advisory Committee































SB69 

Aloha 

I do not in support of this bill. 

This bill is nothing more than plain harassment and infringement on our Second Amendment.  If you 
really wanted change with gun violence then you would address the people who illegally possess and 
use firearms in crimes not law abiding citizens who already comply with the law. 

This bill presents no viable solutions that would make improvements to Hawaii, but instead attacks law-
abiding citizens who are choosing to exercise the right to own a firearm. 

Mahalo 

Paul Bueltmann 



















































































































 
 
ATTN:  of the House Chairman COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY 

Chair, Rep. Henry Aquino  
 
From:   
 
Robert F. Kay 
3663 Lilinoe Place 
Honolulu, HI 96816 
 
 
RE:  SB 69, SD2 
 
 
 
March 13, 2013 
 
My name is Robert F. Kay and I am a member of the Hawaii Rifle 
Association.  I am submitting this testimony in opposition to SB 69, 
SD2. 
 
While I support background checks, this bill is redundant.  Existing 
law has done the job of protecting Hawaii residents from illegal, out of 
state guns. 
 
Those who bring firearms into Hawaii from another state, even on a 
temporary basis, are already required to register their firearms within 
72 hours.  The fingerprinting, photographing, and background check 
requirements that SB 69 adds do not make sense. 
 
There are a number of tourist/hunters who hunt on private land and 
spend a good deal of money in Hawaii who will be impacted 
negatively by this. SB 69 will discourage them from ever wanting to 
repeat this kind of onerous process when they are already required to 
register their firearms. 
 
The upshot is that Hawaii people are protected right now from people 
bringing guns into our state.  The county Police Departments are 



already doing NICS checks on bring-in firearms, and universal 
registration is already existing state law.  
 
 
SB 69 needs to be terminated. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this bill. 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
Robert F. Kay 
 
  
 
 
  









To the legislature:

SB69 spends money the state doesnt have, to do things the residents of Hawaii do not want.  Specifically, it
will fund the police departments to provide gun safety education that is already provided by private citizens -
in effect this bill would be an attack on those citizens' incomes and livelihoods.  I have taken such a course
taught by an NRA certified instructor and the government has no business spending such money to put more people
out of work when they have such huge unfunded liabilities.

Registration of guns from out of state is already required in Hawaii.  More evidence this bill is a farce.  If any
one commits a criminal act with a gun, then that person should be punished - for the criminal act.  Law abiding
people who use guns for hunting, sport and self defense cannot have their rights infringed when they have committed 
no crime.

The gun buyback program is even more ridiculous.  Again, this state is broke and has no business allocating funds
to purchase guns.  By way of comparison, drunk driving fatalities in this state are approximately 40 times
that of gun related fatalities.  Moreover, cancer fatalities related to alcohol (liver, breast) are well over 
100 times that of gun related fatalities in the state!  These facts cannot be disputed.  If the legislature wants
to reduce the number of deaths I insist they instead allocate money for an alcohol buy back program, as that is
far more injurious to the state of Hawaii than guns.  To not do so would be blatant hypocrisy.

Sincerely,
A. Bradley
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I oppose S.B. 69, S.D. 1.  This proposed legislation places additional regulatory burdens on 
honest, law-abiding citizens and will not reduce gun violence by criminals and mentally 
disturbed individuals.  Such programs in other jurisdictions have never been proven to prevent 
violent crime.  The proposed fingerprinting and photographing of individuals wishing to register 
firearms is not only a burden but an absolute insult to law-abiding citizens.  I expect the tourists 
I've seen arriving on Lanai with their shotguns for skeet shooting will abandon Hawaii in favor 
of other locales with more Aloha.  I respectfully request that you not approve this bill. 
 
-Dr. J. W. Morrow 
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